
 

Briefing: Cleaner Air for Scotland – The Road to a Healthier Future 

In this briefing: 

• Background 
• Outcomes 
• National Modelling Framework 
• National Low Emissions Framework 
• Timeline 

Background 

Cleaner Air for Scotland – The Road to a Healthier Future (CAFS) is a national cross government 
strategy. It sets out how the Scottish Government will deliver its commitment to further improving air 
quality to protect human health and fulfil Scotland’s legal responsibilities. The strategy promotes 
cross-partnership working to deliver the actions set out in CAFS. With the help of local authorities, 
Scottish Government is committed to put in place the first low emission zone by 2018. 
 
The partner organisations are Scottish Government, Transport Scotland, SEPA and local authorities 
with engagement and support from a wide range of stakeholder including NGOs, health bodies and 
representatives from the transport sector. 
 
Delivery of CAFS is managed by the Governance Group, supported by focused sub-groups tasked 
with developing cross-policy themes around climate change, placemaking, transport and health. The 
sub-groups provide an opportunity for research, peer review and stakeholder engagement with 
technical experts. 
 
Air quality remains a challenge in a number of localised areas across Scotland. Through CAFS we 
have a real opportunity to deliver for our communities and future generations.  

Outcomes  

CAFS sets out a series of actions to deliver its ambitious vision ‘to have the best air quality in Europe’. 
The strategy will help to address major air pollutants that affect human health (nitrogen dioxide and 
particulate matter), whilst taking account of greenhouse gases.  

The strategy will improve our health and wellbeing, particularly for vulnerable members of our 
communities who are disproportionately affected by the impacts of poor air quality.  

CAFS sets out the development of a framework to achieve improvements in air quality. The National 
Modelling Framework (NMF) and National Low Emission Framework (NLEF) will provide the tools and 
mechanism to put in place measures that will improve air quality. Delivery of the strategy will require 
active engagement with bus companies, taxis and hauliers to deliver specific actions across the major 
cities in Scotland. CAFS will also engage with members of the public by sharing information to 
increase awareness and understanding of the impacts of air pollution, and most importantly to 
encourage behavioural change through personal actions that can be taken to reduce pollution. 

National Modelling Framework 

The National Modelling Framework (NMF) will provide a two-tiered standardised approach to 
modelling air quality. The city models will provide the evidence for taking direct actions at the city 
scale to reduce street-level emissions. The regional model will provide an assessment-based tool for 
assessing potential air quality across local authority areas associated with planned development.  



 

The NMF will set out a coordinated approach to the collection of traffic data, provision of air quality 
models, related monitoring and the development of quantitative evidence for appraising actions 
developed through NLEF. 

National Low Emissions Framework  

The National Low Emissions Framework (NLEF) is a transport-focused, science-led, evidence based 
appraisal process to enable local authorities and partners to justify the business case for, and 
implement, a range of air quality improvement options related to transport. It will provide a consistent 
Scotland wide approach, and will apply to local authorities and their partner organisations when 
developing a business case for Vehicle Access Regulation Schemes (VARs), such as Low Emission 
Zones (LEZs), and will have a clear link with Air Quality Management Areas (AQMAs). 
 
The NLEF, supported by a robust NMF, aims to encourage and facilitate a shift from feasibility to 
implementation by offering a nationally consistent approach to appraising and implementing 
measures to improve local air quality and sharing responsibility across national and local government. 
 
Timeline for implementation 

 

Further resources 

• Cleaner Air For Scotland – The Road To a Healthier 
Future  http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0048/00488493.pdf 

• Scottish air quality website - http://www.scottishairquality.co.uk/ 
• STEP website - https://stepscotland.com/ 
• Switch off and breathe - http://switchoffandbreathe.org/ 
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